
 

 
 
 
 
9th April 2020  
 
 
To: Students, Parents and Carers 
 
 
Dear Student, Parent and Carer  
 
GUIDANCE FOR STUDENTS LEAVING YEAR 11 AND YEAR 13 ONTO THEIR NEXT 
PART OF EDUCATION, TRAINING OR EMPLOYMENT  
 
Please accept my thanks for all of the questions that have been raised by this process during 
unprecedented times. Please could I also thank you for continuing to work on your subjects – 
your efforts during this time will enable us to continue to ‘change lives through learning.’ 
 
To support you further we have collated the questions and associated responses below so you 
can use this letter as a point of reference. If your question is not answered below please continue 
to contact us and we will attempt to answer your questions further. 
 
Which courses have been confirmed for this process? 
 
The information we have received so far is for GCSEs, AS and A levels, plus Extended Project 
Qualifications. This means any students following these courses are guaranteed to follow the 
method below. We are still waiting on final confirmation about vocational and technical 
qualifications and level three maths. This is because these courses have much broader scope 
and assessment methods. We still envisage that they will follow a similar, if not identical method 
to the one below. 
 
How will grades be calculated?  
 
West Lakes Academy will submit two pieces of information for each of your subjects, based on 
what we know about your work and achievements:  
 

 The grade they believe you were most likely to get if teaching, learning and exams had 
happened as planned  
 

 Within each subject, the order of students, by performance, for each grade. This 
information will be used by Ofqual to standardise our judgements  

 
I’m worried I didn’t perform in the last round of assessed work what should I do? 
 
Your subjects will consider a range of things like your classwork and homework; your results in 
assignments and all of your mock exams; any non-exam assessment or coursework you might 
have done; and your general progress and performance during your course.  It will not be the 
grade you got in your last mock exam, it will use lots of different sources of evidence 
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I didn’t complete some of my NEA work or coursework what should I do? 
 
All grading decisions will be based on classwork, NEA and mock exam assessments completed 
before 20th March. You can choose to submit any outstanding work but we cannot and will not 
be asking students to complete any outstanding NEA work. 
 
I haven’t completed all of some of my subjects theory work what should I do? 
 
For any course that has not been completed your teachers will set you work to ensure that all 
of your learning is complete. It is important that you finish your learning in these subjects and 
we feel that this is important as if you didn’t, it could impact on your future… 
 
1. If you are going on to further studies and this course is relevant, the material will be vital 

to your understanding. 
 

2. If you receive a GCSE or A level grade that you are unhappy with you will have covered 
all of the content and will be able to sit another assessment. 

 
3. Any shrewd employer will ask the simple question to prospective employees or students: 

"tell me how you occupied your time during the virus pandemic of March 2020..." 
Completing the course or reading around subjects will enable you to answer this question 
easily. 

 
4. Your courses were designed to contain the most appropriate material therefore this 

material will support your wider understanding and learning of other areas as you move 
through life. 

 
Can I submit extra work specifically as evidence to improve my grade? 
 
National guidance states that your grade should be based on any work started before 20th 
March. This is to ensure that no student, nationally, is disadvantaged because they don’t have 
access to resources or technology.  You should complete all your courses and submit any work 
that was ongoing at this date to the best of your abilities. But you cannot now produce any extra 
new work and we will not set you any extra new assessed work that will be used to inform our 
decisions.  
 
I’ve finished all my courses, what should I do next? 
 
If you are in Year 13 we have set up two Google Classrooms.  
 
1. Aiming for University Key Details  (Join code: arneodh) 
2. Aiming for Apprenticeship/Employment Key Details (Join code: vomn74u) 

 
You are free to ‘join’ both if you are unsure of your future destination. 
 
These classrooms will be used to share important information about these areas as we receive 
it, useful tips and ideas for preparing for next steps and also lots of access to wider reading and 
subject linked online courses to support students that are continuing in education. 
 
If you are in Year 11 we are busy developing a virtual West Lakes Academy Sixth Form for you 
to enrol into. Further details about this will be sent out to you very soon. 
 
 
 
 



 

Can I see the grades that West Lakes Academy submitted for me?  
 
No, this information is confidential. Please don’t ask your teachers, or anyone else to tell you 
the grades sent to the exam boards or where they have placed you in the order of students; 
they are not allowed to share this with you. 
 
We will also not be sharing any Update data for Spring or Summer terms with stakeholders as 
we believe that this could lead to confusion in the process. 
 
When will I get my results?  
 
Results won’t be delayed after the dates they were expected in August, and ideally they will be 
issued a little earlier. We will write to all parents and students to confirm when results day will 
be and what format it will take. 
  
I’m worried about my grades, can I take my exams another time or appeal? 
 
Ofqual are working with exam boards to offer additional exams in the autumn term as soon as 
it is possible to do so. We’ll let you know about these in the coming weeks. They are also 
finalising what their appeals process will look like. Please don’t worry however, your teachers 
know you best and will use all the available evidence to make an informed and fair decision. 
 
Yours faithfully  

 
Barry Simpson 
Vice Principal  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 


