
 

 
 
 
 
20th April 2020  
 
 
To: Parents and Carers 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers  

 
I hope you had a lovely weekend – we are certainly being spoiled with this weather and I hope 
you and your family got chance to enjoy and make the most of the spring sunshine. 
  
We are now into our second week of our new learning blocks – I’d like to thank you for all the 
feedback about how this is going and hope your son / daughter is now back into their learning 
routines. There’s been a lot of mixed messages in the media again over the weekend about 
when and how schools will re-open and as I said last week, we still don’t know the answer to 
this – whatever the newspapers say! What is important therefore is that we work together to 
get the students into good learning habits over the coming weeks – Mrs Deeks posted some 
really useful videos on our social media channels to help with this, please take a moment to 
have a look at them. Helping the students get into these habits now will make the learning 
process better for them and hopefully for you as we continue to adjust to this way of working. 
  
There was a lot of information released by the government over the weekend about supporting 
students and young people with their learning using digital resources. The BBC bitesize 
channel has been re-designed (https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize) and the Oak National 
Academy was launched (https://www.thenational.academy/information-for-parents-pupils/). 
Both of these will support teachers in designing their learning blocks but you may want to have 
a look at them especially if you have younger children as they cover all key stages. There was 
also an important announcement on how we can help to overcome the digital divide some of 
our families face – we’re still waiting on further information on this but it has the potential to 
make a real difference. Finally please can I urge you to remind your son / daughter of the 
importance of staying safe online – there is some really useful information at the UK Safer 
Internet Centre (https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/parents-and-carers) or the 
NSPCC (https://www.net-aware.org.uk).  
  
Once again, thank you for the amazing job you are doing. I know it is not easy with everyone 
under the same roof, day after day, perhaps working from home whilst also motivating and 
helping your children and caring for others in your family. If your child does have any worries 
or concerns please encourage them to email their Head of Year. We are here to help. 
  
Best Wishes 

 
James Jackson 
Principal  
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